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www.bellinghamdisciples.org
Find us on Facebook

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation. We welcome and celebrate all people
inclusive of their gender and sexuality. All are welcome here at the Table of our Lord.

We are a Green Chalice Certified Congregation connecting our Christian faith, spiritual
practice and creation consciousness to demonstrate the fullness of God’s shalom.

We acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral land of the Coast Salish peoples,
including the Lummi, Nooksack, and Semiahmoo who were displaced by our Euro-
American ancestors as part of the westward push for colonization.May we live
respectfully, honoring our Coast Salish neighbors.

BELLINGHAM FOOD BANK GIVING
BRING TO CHURCH THE SUNDAYS IN AUGUST

August 6 PEANUT CANNED MEAT
BUTTER
August 13 DIAPERS BABY
FORMULA
August 20 TAMPONS MENSTRUAL
PADS
" August 27 KID FRIENDLY ~ NON-PEANUT

i FOOD NUT BUTTER
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First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

A movement for wholeness in
a fragmented world. As part
of the one body of Christ, we
welcome all to the Lord’s
Table as God welcomed us.

All of Us. Ministers

Rev. Jennifer Jacobson,
Pastor

Amelia Nye, Accompanist

Joanne Kestermont,
Office Administrator

Rev. Bill Robey, Interim
Regional Minister

Rev. Terri Horde Owens
General Minister and
President

Sunday Schedule
10:50AM  Gathering Time
11:00AM  Worship
12:15PM  Fellowship Time
2:00PM  Book Group (4th
Sunday)

Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9:00AM - 12:00PM (noon)

Our staff are in and out of the
office throughout the week.
Please feel free to stop by
during their office hours or
make an appointment that fits
your schedule.

Officers

Dick Talley, Moderator
Vacant - Vice-Moderator
Betty Schmidling, Secretary
Leslie Pinkston, Treasurer

Important Links:

Regional Website (incl.
monthly newsletter)
https://

northernlightsdisciples.org/

General Church Website:
www.disciples.org

Hi Church,

We are coming up on two months together. It has
gone by so quickly! Now that our church has hired
an administrative assistant, I will be able to make
progress on speaking and meeting with each of you.
(Thanks to those who have reached out.)

Did you know First Christian Church has an active
Pastoral Resource Committee? Leslie Pinkston,
Brian Shrout, and Sue Joyner meet with me
regularly to assist in my transition to being your
pastor. In addition to caring for me, they are tasked
with bringing any of your concerns to me as well.
Your feedback is always appreciated.

T'o ensure anonymity and therefore complete
freedom of expression, the PRC is placing a box in
the back of the sanctuary for your questions,
comments, and concerns. They will bring them to
my attention, and we will discuss and make course
corrections as needed.

The invitation is still open to phone or email the
office to schedule a visit or meet-up with me. I will
be telephoning you as well.

Peace be,

Pastor Jenny
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Gwinwood Fire Recovery Needs:
Amazon Wish List

“Your generous donation will help Gwinwood
Retreat Center continue operations and
support our mission as we recover from the
devastating July 4th fire that destroyed
MacKinnon Lodge. Your donation will help us
continue to welcome guests to our beautiful
grounds and prepare delicious, healthy
meals.”

Amazon Wish List Instructions:

Check out Gwinwood's Amazon Wish List
Select gift(s) and add to cart

Check the “This is a Gift” box below
“Proceed to Checkout”

Complete steps 2 & 3 for each gift

“View Cart” to ensure items and quantities are
correct; proceed to checkout

Under “Other Addresses,” choose "Gwinwood
Retreat Center’s (CO Kim Victorino) Gift
Registry Address." (Kim is our Maintenance
Manager)

**Important**: Do not check the gift bag/box
option.

Make sure “Gift Receipt” box is checked.
**Important**: In “Gift Message” box,
include your name, address, email address,
and phone so we know who this gift is from
Click “Save Gift Options and Continue”
Choose payment method and continue
Choose delivery options and place order

Thank you for your generosity and care!
If you have questions, please contact
Gwinwood (info@gwinwood.org)

Faith Community Nurse

Greetings!

August is National Immunization Awareness month. The
Washington State Department of Health (DOH) lists
reasons to get immunized:

* To keep you and your family healthy.
* To keep your community healthy.
* To protect loved ones from disease.

* To stop the spread of disease to the most
vulnerable populations.

* Because other parents and experts agree it's the
best thing you can do to keep your family healthy.

For families with pre-school and school aged children,
August is the time to review needed immunizations
before school starts. Immunization awareness is not just
for school aged children though. Adults need to be aware
of their own vaccinations, such as when was your last
tetanus vaccine? Are you aware of recommended
vaccinations for adults 60 years and over? Do you know
where your vaccination record is stored at home or have
you signed up for MyIR, the state database of individual’s
vaccine records? The DOH has information about
preschool and school-aged children, college bound
students, adults and seniors on their website. If you
haven’t accessed the state immunization registry or have
guestions about where to find your immunizations
website has a page with this information.

| encourage you to learn about your recommended
immunizations for yourself and your family and how to
access MyIR at DOH’s website.
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/immunization
and
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/immunization/
access-your-familys-immunization-information

Blessings,
Rebecca
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AUGUST BOOK CLUB

Meets at Church on the Third Sunday of
each month. No purchase necessary:
#library Talk to Linda Heyne for more

information bee.sioux@gmail.com

Wik

A NOVEL

This is a truly engaging novel about a handful of
21st-century Americans with origins in various
countries, cities, and landscapes, who are
brought together by the dream of the 1850
industrialists--a dream to build the American
transcontinental railroad. The plot is a looping
thread beginning and culminating in the present,
and the hero/antagonist can only be the train
headed to destinations west through the pitiless
SNOW.

The narrative is tiered historically, beginning in
2019 but looping back to the 1850s and earlier to
expose individual and family dreams that climax,
but are by no means eclipsed, in 2019. Each
chapter is related from a single point of view,
and each parcel of words is a map of fiction and
fact carefully interwoven to prevent a reader
from mistaking any individual's personality,
place, or time frame.

Just about every facet of the American
experience is held up to the light in this
(re)construction of the railroad to fashion the
deep and solemn network of our human

connectedness on the journey of life.

Elders and Readers

August:

6: Leslie Pinkston / Rebecca Cavanaugh
13 James Becker / Bruce Radtke

20 Renee Hoemann / Linda Heyne

27 Jimmie Talley / Kathy Wheeler

T — —
Meet our new
Administrative Assistant

Joanne Kestermont and her helper

Alma Lu are residents of Bellingham.

They enjoy baking and playing fetch

Pride in Bellingham
THANK YOU to our organizer Linda Heyne and
our participants Bob Fischer, Bruce Radtke, Kris
Ann Lewis, Marceille Kobel, James and Bridget
Becker, Cynthia and Brian Shrout, Zoe Isla
Becker. and all who made tiny art .

¢
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From our Elder of the Month:

GOD’S PROMISE
One of my favorite passages and one | often
refer to, whatever happens on my path of life:
Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger
or sword?

No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who love us. For I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8: 35, 37-39)

| am thinking about promises, particularly God's.
Many times, | get confused and wonder about God's
promises, especially when things don't go according
to plan, or I face troubles or heartache. But, as | walk
my path of life | am reminded of the above and
realize that the God's promise is not that we shall
travel our paths of life without experiencing pain,
sorrow, or disappointments. God's promises are not
always even about safety or fun as much as we
would like them to be. These are the promises we
carve out for ourselves out of wishes.

Beneath and beyond all the visions and wishes we
have is the promise of God: "l will be your God and
you shall be my people.” It's a promise that
repeatedly reminds us that nothing will separate us
from that relationship, that love. It's a promise
regarding the ultimate safety of our spirit. Somehow
knowing this brings me comfort and peace no
matter what happens in my life. It's a reminder that
even when we fall, we land right in the arms of God.
(Elder of the Month)

Jimmie Talley

—*

———

August 2023

Sunday

Education 9:30 (resumes 9/10)

Worship at 11 a.m.

Followed by Fellowship Hour
Monday

OFFICE 9:00 am - noon

Boy Scouts, 6:45 - 9:00 pm
Tuesday

OFFICE 9:00 am to noon

Discussion grp. 10:00 am via, Zoom

MB Toppers 6:45 - 10:00 pm
Wednesday

OFFICE 9:00 am to noon.

Iglesia 7th Dia 6:45 - 9:00 pm

FCC Board, 7/19 6:00 pm
Thursday

OFFICE 9:00 am to noon

Bible Study 10:00 am via zoom

Ukrainian Church, 5 - 10 pm

CODA 6:30 - 8:15 pm

4H (1st Thurs only) 7:00-8:30 pm
Friday

OFFICE 9:00 - noon

Iglesia 7th Dia 6:30 - 9:00pm

Ukrainian Church 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Saturday

Iglesia 7th Dia 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

: Praying for

D, KrisAnn, Beverly, Bethany, Max,
eal, Bea, Marian, Connie, David,

' Bonnie, Betty, Nancy




Coming Events

In the area

Aug 2 ... Senior Day in the
Park

A festival for older adults roam to 2 pm
Howvander Homestead Park in Ferndale

Aug 4 ... Dink for a Difference
A Pickleball fundraiser benefitting children,

youth, and families at Armory Pickleball - 525
N State St. Bellingham from § to 8pm

Aug 10-19...

Northwest Washington Fair
Lynden Fairgrounds

Aug 15 .. Rascal Rodeo
An adaptive rodeo for those with intellectual
and developmental disabilities of all ages.
Events are safe, modified and free of charge.
10 to 11 am at NW Washington Fair and
Event Center in Lynden

Some Green Chalice eco-tips

Get your ice cream in a cone not a dish.

Use fans not air conditioning when
possible.

Go meatless one night a week.
Visit farmers markets.

Be conscious of your water usage.

Coming Events
At FCC

Aug 6 ... Elders visit
homebound members with
communion

Aug 11 .. Birchwood

International Market
6to8 pm

Aug 16 .. Elders soup supper
and meeting
6 pm

Aug 19 .. Worship Planning
Collaboration for Sept/Oct
Open to anyone. Pastor fenny will give you

the lessons to read in advance. Come with
tdeas for our fall series. Call church office or
email Pastor Jenny at

pastor@bellinghamdisciples.org

Aug 37 .. Godspeed to Amelia
Nye
She bas been our pianist for many years and

will be missed.

Pastor Jenny has a new email address:

pastor.BellinghamDisciples@gmail.com

Please use this new email address for all
your electronic correspondence with her.
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